At our AGM in the spring, members
were assured by Cllr Drew Mellor that
full details of the SPV, affecting the
transfer of Poole’s beach huts to a
Council owned company, would be
presented to Cabinet in June for
approval. It transpires that this item
was deferred from the agenda until
September amid reports of
controversy and concern from many
councillors. As a result, uncertainty
and frustration remains about the
scheme. Please see STOP PRESS for
more information.

Looking east from Canford Cliffs zig zag

News from your committee and recent updates

Our summer social evening at the end
of June was fully attended once again,
although the weather wasn’t so kind
this year. Well done to Yvonne and
Lizzie for another excellent event.
Updates of our news can be found at
www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk

The committee met in July to consider an agenda of topical items:
Bob Lister, Chairman tel: 07980 928
752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk

SPV
BCP’s proposed plan to ‘sell’ beach huts to a Council owned
company has attracted an increasing amount of media interest, both
local and national.

Since our committee meeting, Christchurch MP Sir Christopher Chope expressed a view that the plan may
fall outside the scope of the government’s scheme to allow local authorities more exibility in developing their
nancial plans utilising capital receipts. Apparently the guidance states councils must submit details of their
planned exible use of funds to the Secretary of State. Further to this, it was announced that a report on the
SPV was to go before the Corporate and Community Overview & Scrutiny Committee on 20 July, Cabinet on
27 July and nal decision in September. All beach hut association chairs were invited to the scrutiny
meeting on 20 July, however the report was withdrawn and the meeting abandoned as no members of
the administration attended, leaving opposition members frustrated.
Beryl scooters
During July and August, Beryl scooters should not be used on the prom between 10am
and 6pm. Outside of those hours, Beryl claims that all their scooters have a controlled
speed of 3mph set by GPS. However, evidence suggests that this is not always the case.
Bob encouraged members to report contraventions directly to Beryl tel. 02030035044.
Rockwater
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Bob discussed a recent Echo interview with Luke Davis, the owner of Rockwater. The article’s aim was to
reassure local residents that the two new restaurants at Sandbanks and Branksome Chine will be offering all
year round community facilities not late night drinking and dancing as some feared.
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Summer News 2022

Jubilee celebrations

Some folks had street
parties, some Shore Road
folks had beach parties!
🏖

Finally, reworks and beacons capped it all off

Barbecue or sh & chips?

Branksome
Dene Room
provided the
ideal venue
on a breezy
evening for
our summer
social.
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Thanks to everyone who generously donated raf e prizes.
Once again members enjoyed getting together regardless of
the less than ideal June weather.

Around the beaches

Good to see our PBHA sponsored
goalposts nally in place

Electric barbecues at Branksome Chine

Heritage huts all spruced up at Canford Cliffs

Looking
good!
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Sand Polo and Sand Fest returned to their pre-Covid
July dates amid a summer heatwave and traf c
congestion due to ongoing roadworks on Shore
Road!
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Round up of seafront projects - update provided by Jacqueline Wood, Beach Huts Manager
The new BCP Seafront Strategy was formally adopted by
Cabinet on 13th April 2022. The strategy sets out a vision for
15 mile of coast and 26 miles of harbour-side landscape.
1600 responses to a visitor survey were received. The draft
strategy was revised in light of consultation results into the
nal version presented for adoption. A PDF document can be
viewed on the BCP Council website.
Sandbanks Pavilion
The Seafront Development Team are continuing to work with
Burrell Foley Fischer LLP architects. Feedback from a recent
meeting with the Urban and Heritage Planning team will be
taken into account for RIBA Stage 2 design work. There will
be wider public consultation in the autumn - dates for
engagement sessions are still to be announced.
Members of PBHA will be kept informed and invited to all future public consultation events.
Branksome Dene Room
No decisions have been made at this time. Bookings have reopened whilst consideration is given to
longer term options.
England Coast Path - Sandbanks to Highcliffe section
New signage for the local section of the Nations Trails path, following existing public rights of way
along the promenade and in part along the cliff top, is to be installed. External funding is required
and bids can be submitted via Natural England. The route has been approved by the Secretary of
State and discussions with walking/cycling groups and Natural England are underway to agree the
location of signage.

STOP PRESS

As a postscript to the earlier reference to the SPV… it appears that the plan could be halted as a new
scheme to borrow the sum required to plug the funding gap in BCP’s transformation programme, in the
region of £50 million, has been proposed which requires government approval. Apparently talks are underway
between Cllr Mellor and Greg Clark MP, the new Secretary of State for the Department for Levelling Up,
Housing and Communities. A decision is expected before the autumn.
This could mean the end of the SPV but it still remains to be seen.

A reminder from our Treasurer
Tony Mullins, our treasurer, has asked for those members who have not yet renewed their annual subscriptions
to kindly pay £5 by bank transfer to Lloyds Bank - Sort Code: 775024 Account: 32480860.
Alternatively, contact him tmullins196@gmail.com with your name, address and hut number to arrange a cheque
payment. Your continued support will ensure the association’s ability to support and inform members on matters
relating to your beach hut tenancy.

For more information about the Association visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk or contact
Chairman, Bob Lister 07980 928 752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk

