
Shine on Harvest Moon 

 Committee news and update 

The committee met in September and items relating to summer issues 
were discussed.

 Toilets

While some members with Shore Road huts reported an improvement over 
last year’s standards, most tenants felt the cleaning programme was 
woefully inadequate. At times just two daily visits by cleaning operatives to 
each toilet block along the entire promenade were taking place. This frequently resulted in Sandbanks being 
last to be attended while also being the most used facility. Undoubtedly there have been much publicised 
staffing issues and traffic congestion on the peninsula would have contributed to delays. However, the public 
perception of Sandbanks being ‘the jewel in the crown’ is not enhanced when the most basic of public 
facilities fails to meet a hygienic and safe standard. We hope answers can be provided at the General 
Meeting in October when members are invited to attend. 

E-scooters 

By and large, the presence of highly visible banners at the entry points to the 
promenade helped to restrict the use of Beryl scooters during the peak weeks of the 
summer. However, members were concerned to learn of an incident in Bournemouth 
during the Air Festival when a young child was seriously injured in a collision on the 
seafront with a Beryl scooter rider. Members felt that the trial being operated with BCP 
Council should not be continued. Since then, a media announcement has revealed that 
an extension to the trial has been granted.

Autumn News  2021
Despite somewhat disappointing 
weather, the much anticipated  
record numbers of visitors flocked 
to the area and undoubtedly 
boosted our beleaguered 
hospitality sector.

Thankfully the measures put in 
place by BCP, in conjunction with 
partner organisations, to help 
manage the influx seem to have 
largely been successful. 
Certainly, the new large capacity 
bins have reduced overflowing 
litter and wind-blown rubbish.

However, reports of poor 
standards of cleaning of toilets 
particularly at Sandbanks need 
addressing by those responsible 
for environmental services. Our 
committee met to discuss many 
pertinent issues and concerns.

Keep up to date at 
www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk

Bob Lister, Chairman

tel: 07980 928752 or email 
bob@sunwiser.co.uk 
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Electric barbecues

Members felt that £350,000 spent on three units at Branksome Chine was ill advised and could have been 
more effectively spent. Cleaning provision was not thought through and resulted in inappropriate use of taps. 
Better facilities need to be provided.

Rangers

Much improved ranger team after last year’s ‘mobile’ service with Branksome Chine and Shore Road rangers 
mentioned as individuals providing efficient and effective service.

Late Summer Social

What a night! Guests enjoyed a perfect autumn evening with the added bonus of a 
harvest moon! 

Good food and a chance to catch up with friends and members. All credit to Yvonne 
and hubby Andy for organising a memorable evening for us all to enjoy.



Watersports for all

Still warm and sunny in late 
September, Easy Riders water 
sports centre at Shore Road was 
buzzing with activity when I 
grabbed an impromptu interview 
with Andy Gratwick, owner of the 
new outlet on the prom.

I asked Andy if this first season at Shore Road had been a success …

 “It’s been a learning curve” he replied. After 15 years operating in Poole Harbour, the new centre was the 
company’s first venture into retail. “We previously focussed on tuition in kite surfing and paddle boarding 
which is still our priority. Having a retail outlet has been an additional offer which has proved popular along 
with paddle board hire.”

I asked how Easy Riders came to be offered the beach front site … “It followed a commercial procurement 
process where we were selected as the best applicant.” Andy continued “There have been two factors this 
year which have contributed to the success of the venture - primarily the post-Covid desire for people to be 
outdoors and pursuing activities in the fresh air and also the fact that this year’s Olympics featured wind 
surfing for the first time, resulting in a podium position and a bronze medal at Tokyo for local girl Emma 
Wilson from Christchurch.

While we were speaking, Andy pointed out three young kite surfers out on the water, “These guys could be 
the champions of the future” he said. “They are working towards the 2028 Olympics in LA. Kite surfing will be 
featured in the Paris 2024 Games for the first time.” I asked about the standard of the instructors at the 
centre. Andy explained that experienced kite surfers must take a five day course with the syllabus set by 
Andy himself. Only the best coaches are recruited by Easy Riders in order to meet the required high standard 
set by the centre which is the best in the country.

A south easterly wind was blowing and the bay was unusually busy with colourful kites and keen surfers 
learning the ropes.

You’ll be pleased to know that Easy Riders will be open all the year round with reduced hours in January and 
February. If you have longed to try out a new activity, it’s never too late!

By Julie Snow



BCP Seafront Strategy consultation 

A roadshow was held at Sandbanks Beach on 23rd September which was visited by some 
committee members. The consultation period opened in July but has now closed, however the 
Seafront Strategy can still be viewed online at haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk  

Recently appointed lead officer for the seafront is Anthony Rogers, now Head of Seafront, 
formerly from Leisure Service, Borough of Poole.

Sandfest

Roughly 5000 people attended this year’s Sandfest event. The beach dance festival 
was postponed to 19 September due to the pandemic.

Next year’s event will take place on July 10.

Oakdale School litter pick  

Twelve pupils from year 6 collected over two kilos of litter from Sandbanks 
beach on one afternoon visit in September. Items included 40 cigarette butts, 
broken lolly sticks, wrappers and some polystyrene and plastic.

The event was held in conjunction with the Marine Conservation Society. 
Class teacher, Mrs Seddon said: “The children worked between two groynes 
on the main beach so it was surprising how much litter they were able to 
collect in such a short time. We were delighted that we were able to prevent 
it from polluting the sea.

POOLE BEACH HUTS ASSOCIATION 

 NOTICE OF A GENERAL MEETING 

A General Meeting is to be held on 20th October 2021 
 at 7pm  

  
St Aldhelm’s Church Hall, Branksome, Poole.  

Refreshments will be provided on arrival. 
Guest speakers will be invited to speak on topics of interest.  
We look forward to welcoming as many members as possible.  

If anyone would like to serve on the committee next year please  
let me know. We are urgently seeking to elect a new Secretary. 

Bob Lister 
Chairman 
Bob@sunwiser.co.uk 

For more information about the Association visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk or contact

Chairman, Bob Lister 07980 928 752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk

BCP Council manages more than 40 miles of diverse coastline, incorporating seafront and harbourside 
areas, from sensitive natural environments to some of the UK's busiest tourist beaches. This draft Seafront 
Strategy sets out their vision for the future of the coastal leisure offer over the next 20 years
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