Winter News 2019/20
What a dismal new year it’s been
with only a handful of bright days
to enjoy the beach.
Sand on the prom has been a
constant problem this winter with
such high winds and stormy
conditions. Despite regular
clearance by BCP staff, the piles
created continually re-cover
pathways. The inclement weather
has also hampered progress on
the Shore Road construction site
with completion now scheduled
for the end of February/early
March. This was discussed at the
AGM.

Shore Road construction site
News from the committee
Members met in January to plan the AGM and discuss emerging
issues.

Another busy year ahead is likely
with many local changes following
the merger of our local
authorities. This edition provides
an update of the current situation
regarding the political make-up
and leadership of BCP Council.
Keep up-to-date with PBHA news
and regular updates on
www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk

At a recent meeting with new Sandbanks
Beaches Manager, Adam Barnes, Bob and
Jack were asked if the PBHA were in a
Bob Lister, Chairman
position to support a forthcoming beach
project. He explained that new goal posts
tel: 07980 928752 or email
were needed at the pitch site at Canford
Cliffs and some additional funding was
required. In the past PBHA has expressed
willingness to sponsor specific projects in order to demonstrate our
commitment to improve facilities and support
safety measures.

Last year, prom signs were introduced which helped to enforce the
cycling ban and dog restrictions. These now need replacing due to wind
damage. Members felt that our funds might be better spent on highly
visible projects like this where our branding provides an indicator of our
contribution. It was agreed that this be discussed further at the AGM
and in the meantime, membership fees should be collected to support
any chosen project.

An update on the council merger

Members will be aware that the former Conservative-led councils
of Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole merged last April to form
BCP council. Following local elections in May, the new authority
has been led by a new Unity Alliance party (an amalgamation of
76 members from Liberal Democrat, Independent, Poole People
and Green Parties). The previous administrations supported a
total of 125 members.

So what has changed about the new authority and how has it performed since the merger?
Vikki Slade, a former Broadstone Liberal Democrat, was elected as BCP’s leader.
As a unitary council, BCP is responsible for essential local services such as education,
transport, planning, social care, libraries, waste management, trading standards,
rubbish collection, recycling, council tax collection, housing and planning applications
as well as discretionary services such tourism, beaches and museums.
The portfolio holder with responsibility for the BCP seafront is
Councillor Lewis Allison. He has made himself available to
attend public meetings since his appointment and has been
receptive to our issues and concerns.
With a change of political direction, many decisions made by the former councils’
administrations have been examined and some challenged. This has particularly
affected some planning decisions and these continue to be the subject of scrutiny.
The BCP Shadow Authority was made up of 125 members from the former authorities
who prepared and planned for a seamless transition of key public services from the old council structures to
the new authority. They also planned budgets and council tax for the new authority prior to the merger.
Graham Farrant was appointed Chief Executive of BCP Council in October
2018. Having previously held the role of Chief Executive of HM Land
Registry and Chief Land Registrar, he was a newcomer to this area. He had
previously held roles as Chief Executive of Thurrock Council and also
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham so has considerable experience
in local government. In his early days at BCP he committed to view the
three towns equally without bias towards either.
How much is this costing local taxpayers?
The merger of the three authorities was predicted to cost around £11.8m in three phases. Phases 1 and 2 of
the reorganisation programme were delivered under budget at just below £8 million. The final stage is yet to
be completed. It is anticipated that savings of £108m could be made within the first six years.
What about council tax?
Historically, the amount of Council Tax paid for council services differed, based on whether you lived in
Bournemouth, Christchurch or Poole. To address this issue, BCP Council and the Government agreed a
process known as Council Tax harmonisation. Over an agreed period of time, the three council tax levels
within the BCP Council area will eventually become the same.

For more information about BCP Council visit www.bcp.gov.uk

A summary of the AGM
The Association's Annual General Meeting was held on 5th February at Merley
Community Centre. Chairman Bob Lister (pictured) welcomed PBHA members
and guest speakers, Councillor Lewis Allison and Jon Weaver, Head of Resort
Marketing and Events for BCP Council.
In his opening remarks, Bob was able to report that 137 beach huts were relinquished in
December, the highest number in recent years. Last year, uptake of vacant huts was slow with
several offers being made to applicants on the waiting list before being fully allocated in July.
Bob suggested that some reasons for rejection may have been high annual rent now averaging
£2500 and the poorly maintained condition of many huts.
Bob informed members that a meeting is planned at the end of February with key officers to
discuss a plan to harmonise the beach hut offer across the entire conurbation. Although the
total number of names on the Poole waiting list amount to 1684, many residents are registered
on multiple location lists which distorts the accuracy of the figure. The database therefore
needs some attention.
Bob suggested that significantly more of the £2.4 million income which is generated by the
rental income from Poole huts should be allocated to their maintenance or refurbishment with
UPVC. The current condition of many huts is sub-standard and their high rents are not justified.
Also their poor appearance does not reflect well on the high standard expected by visitors to
our seafront.
Jack Crewe led the formal part of the AGM including the election of committee positions. Lyn
Thomas stepped down from his position as Vice-Chairman and Janet Coy was elected to
replace him. A new member, Nichola Earl was elected to the committee.
The full list of committee members below:
Chairman: Bob Lister
Vice-Chairman: Janet Coy
Secretary: Val Arbon
Treasurer: Jack Crewe
Social Secretary: Yvonne Hartwell
Newsletter Editor: Julie Snow
Ordinary members: Cheryl Atterton and Nichola Earl
Jon Weaver was introduced - he outlined his role in promoting tourism for the
conurbation which is currently valued at £1billion to the local economy. His role
involves working with local hotel and restaurant proprietors and transport
providers. Over 300 events are organised annually within BCP area and he has
been the director of the Air Show since 2008.
In Poole, he liaises with the organiser of the Sand Polo event and has insisted on
improved security and stewarding and more toilets. A new contract will be
negotiated when the current one expires this year which will include a reinstatement charge
which can be retained if the beach is not cleaned to a required standard.
Jon has conveyed members’ concerns with some aspects of last year’s event and these are
being addressed this year.
Cllr Lewis Allison was introduced - he explained the challenges being experienced with
merging databases since BCP was created as software of the former authorities has not been
compatible. He is aware that tenants feel neglected and he intends to request that Cabinet
allocate more funds to the Seafront budget to attend to issues that are outstanding. He stated
his intention to introduce a five year maintenance programme.
He reported on Poole’s seafront development projects which are being achieved with
£6.6million Coastal Communities investment.

Shore Road project began in September and includes significant improvements to the paved
area at the approach to the promenade. Work includes refurbishment and remodelling of the
toilet block. The contractor has experienced considerable delay due to the inclement weather
conditions but work is now scheduled for completion by the end of February/early March.
Members are encouraged to view regularly updated plans and images of the project at
https://seafront.pooleprojects.net
Other works include adding an additional storey to one block of
huts at Shore Road.
Canford Cliffs The initial cliff slip in February 2017 caused the
approved improvement project in that area to be postponed.
Continual assessment of the stability has revealed further recent
movement resulting in the entire Canford Cliffs project to be put
on hold. £6 million has been allocated to cover the cliff
stabilisation work and the demolition of the existing cafe to be
replaced by a new cafe/restaurant and toilets.
Improvements to toilet facilities at Branksome Chine are due for
completion by Easter 2020.
Questions from the floor followed:
Issues raised included lack of communication from beach office to tenants affected by Shore
Road refurbishment work; Sandbanks Pavilion structural survey; issues relating to beach
events; sand on the prom, potential for solar lighting; speeding cyclists and dissatisfaction with
high rents in relation to poor investment in huts.
Cllr Allison expressed his willingness for any guest to contact him directly by email
lewis.allison@bcpcouncil.gov.uk
Bob thanked guests and speakers for their attendance. Sixty four members attended the AGM.
Swaps and shares
Members wishing to find an existing tenant to share their hut thereby halving the annual rent
of one hut and releasing the other hut back onto the waiting list can request to add their name
to a list on the PBHA website.
In addition, any tenant wishing to move location may be able find another willing tenant with
whom they could arrange a mutually agreeable swap. The beach office has indicated that this
could be arranged for an administration fee.

Date for your Diary
Summer BBQ and buffet - 10th June
With optional fish and chips to be pre-ordered if required
Branksome Dene Community Room
Tickets £10 - All Welcome

For more information about the Association visit www.poolebeachhuts.co.uk or contact
Chairman, Bob Lister 07980 928 752 or email bob@sunwiser.co.uk

